Family Christmas Devotional

DecCember 1

SCripture: (zenesis 1:26-31

TReading: — God is the Creator of all things. God made
the world anhd everything in it: the air and
the water, the plants and the fish, the
ahimals and the people. When God finished
Creating the world, it was perfect. When

GOd first Created people, even they were

perfect. They did hot sin or do anhything to

make God unhappy. Even though there is
now Sin and sadness in the world, God still Cares for us. We have
been given a beautiful world in which to live, and God has asked
us to take Care of it. We care for the world by showing Kindness
t0 all liVing things. The world is God's Sift to us. God wants us to
enjoy this gift, but he also wWants us to treat it with Care.

Talk What are some ways that You Canh take good Care Of plants,
about: ahimals, birds, rivers, people, ahd everything else in the world
that God made?

Prayer: Thank you, Creator God, for making our wonderful world.



December 2

GCripture: Gzenesis 3: 1-19
TReading: Yesterday we read about the perfect world

Talk
about:

Prayer:

that (GOd Created, inCluding perfect
people. Today we read in the Bible about
Adam anhd Eve, and how they disobeyed
God. God had given them everything, and
had only asked that they hot eat the fruit
Of onhe specCial tree. But Eve and Adam did
eat the fruit. The fruit made them
uhderstand certaih things, but eating it
brought sinh into the world.

God still loved Adam and Eve, but he had to puhish them for
disobeying him. God sent them out Of the beautiful Sarden, and
they had t0 work for their food. God also made a promise to
Adam and Eve: that God would always [ove them.

What Kinds of things do we do that make God unhhappy?

Mighty God, keep us from doing things that make you unhappy.



DecCember 3
SCripture: (zenesis 6: 12-1¢; 7: 17-8: 3; 9: 8-13
Reading: TAhen people sin, or do wrong things,

God is sad. There came a time when

there was SO much sin in the world

that GOod had to find a way to remove

sin from the world. So he asked Noah

t0 build the ark anhd to save his own

family, as well as the ahimals, because

Noah and his family remembered God. Then God sent rain and
the world flooded, and God destroyed all the people and animals
that were not onh the ark.

When the flood was over and Noah and his family were safely on
dry ground, God made a covenhant, Or a promise, with Noah. God
promised nhot to send another flood that would destroy the
world. AS a Sigh Of this promise, (God put a rainbow in the sky.
Even in a sinful world, God still loves us and keeps his promises.

Talk '
spout: <N You hame a promise that God has kept?

Prayer:  ‘Thank you, Almighty God, for keeping your promises.
DecCember ¢

SCripture: zenesis 12: 1-7
Reading: Sometimes God asks us to do things

that are hard to do. (od asks us to
be good when it would be so much
easier--and sometimes more fuh--to be
haughty. God asks us to go places ahd
do things we'd rather not do.

God asked Abram to take a long trip,
anhd to |eave behind the place that Abram Called home. But in
return, God made promises to Abram. God promised that Abram



would be blessed by God. Abram still had problems and struggles,
especially when he forgot to listen to (zod's directions, but God
Kept all of the promises made to Abram. Most importantly, God
was Abram's friend forever.

Zgg; " Name some ways that God shows You what (God wants you to do.
Prayer: Holy God, help us to obey you anhd do the things that You want
us to do.
December 5
SCripture: GGenesis 21: 1-7
TReading: Have you ever wanted something so
much that you thought you would die if
you didn't get it? Jt's SO hard to be happy
when we focus on the things we don't
have, instead of the things we do have.
Garah wanted a baby more thanh anything, but even though she
prayed a |0t ahd tried everything she could think of, she didnh't
have a baby. As she got older she fihally decCided that God would
not give her a child. But then God gave Sarah a son, and she
named him IsaaC. Sarah was very happy and grateful to God for
giving her a wonderful son when she had given up onh her dream.
Talk
about: How has God ahswered your prayers?
Praver: Gracious (od, thanhk you for ahswering our prayers.



DecCember 6

SCripture: GGenesis 22: 1-1¢
TReading: 1saaC was a special boy, and his father,

Talk
about:

Pravyer:

Abraham, loved him very much. But °

Abraham loved God even more than he

loved IsaacC. One day God asked

Abraham to take JsaaC on a journey.

Abraham obeyed. God also asked

Abraham to Kill JsaaC as a sacCrifice, as a

way of showing how much Abraham

loved zod. Abraham was sad, but he khew that he had tO obey
God. He trusted that even though he was being asked to do
something terrible, God would make everything right. AS he was
getting ready tO sacCrifice IsaaC, (od sent ah angel to stop him
and save 1saacC's life. Then Abraham sacrificed a sheep as a way
Of honoring God, anhd to thank him for saving Isaac's life.

When did you feel protected by God?

Protect us, dear God, when we have to do things that make us
sad.



December 7

GCripture: (zenesis 28: 10-22

Reading:

Talk
about:

Prayer:

Jacob had hot always been a good person. He
had done some unkKind things, but instead of
saYing he was sorry, JaCcob ran away. He lived
away from his family for many years, but how it
was time to meet with his brother. He had to
facCe up to the things he had dohe wrong many
years before.

When Jacob rah away from his family, he may

have thought that he was runhnhing away from

God, to0. The hight before he was going to see
his brother, God spoke to Jacob ih a dream. God reminded
Jacob of promises God had made to Jacob's father and
grandfather, and that those promises were meant for Jacob,
t00.

Jacob thought that he had runh away from God, but God wWas
always with him.

How do you kKnow that God is always with you?

Remind us each day, God, that you are with us.



DecCember 8

GCripture: enesis 37: 1-36; 50: 15-21
Reading: Sometimes even [ove Cahhot protect uUs

Talk
about:

Prayer:

from bad things. Joseph was loved very
much by his father, Israel (Jacob), but
Joseph's brothers hated him. Anhd so
they sold him to a mah who made him a
servant and even put him in prison.

But God had given Joseph a specCial gift

Of understanding dreams, and Joseph

was able to use his specCial gift to help

others. He was rewarded for his help by being given a very
important job. While he was doing this job, he againh met his
brothers, who did hot recoghize him. Even though Joseph could
have been mean to his brothers, he chose to help them. He Knew
that even though he had gone through some terrible times, God
had been with him through everything, and God still expected
him to do good things.

Who cah you be Kind to today?

GOd Of forgiveness, help us to be Kihd even to people Who make
us angry.



December 9

SCripture: Deuteronomy 5: 1-22

Reading: (GOd wahts us to be good to each other.
GOd wanhts us to treat others the way
that we wanht to be treated. To help us
t0 uhderstand how to Care fOr each
other, many years ago od gave Moses
the ten best rules for living. These rules
are Called the Ten Commandments, and
they are still good rules for us today.

Not everybody likes to follow the rules.

They think rules keep them from having fun. But God gave us
the rules not as a punishment, but as @ Way of helping us to show
God that we are thankful for what God has donhe for us. God
wants us to do good, and will help us to do the right thing by
guiding us to the right path.

Talk
about:

Prayer:  Rjghteous God, thanhk you for giving us rules to guide us.

What rules help your family to live together and be happy?

December 10
Scripture: Joshua 2: 1-21

TReading: The Israelites were ready to enter the
land that God had promised them. They
sent two men into the lahd to find out
more about the land. It was very
dangerous to g0 into the lahd; if the
people Who ruled the lahd had found the

two Israelites they would have been Killed.

Rahab saved the lives of two of God's people. She hid the two
fmen in her house and then helped them to esCape. She knew
that od had promised the City of Jericho to Joshua and the



Israelites, and she believed that God is @ powerful God.

Brave Rahab honored God because she believed in God's power.
In return, the Israelites protected Rahab and her family. Rahab
hung a red rope from the window in her house so that the
Israelites would remember to protect her. And God remembered
TRahab and took Care Of her for the rest of her life.

ggg;t_ Tell about a time when God gave you Courage to help someone.
Prayer:  Dear God, give us courage to help others.
December 11

SCripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
TReading: God has a plan for you. Even whenh we are

Talk
about:

Pravyer:

young, God sees into our hearts ahd kKhows
what Kind of people we are ahd what Kihd of
people we will be.

Most of the grown-ups who saw David
thought he was just a Kid who tended the

sheep, but while David was still a child God O
chose him to be a King. zod's servant Samuel O
poured oil on David's head and anhointed him as 0

the future king of Israel.

God has a plah for each of us. Not many of us will be rulers, but
€aCh Of uS Cah serve (od in important ways. It's important to
listen for God's Call ahd to find ways to honor God ih our lives.

How canh you honor GGod ih your life?

GOd of wisdom, guide us to serve you.



DecCember 12

SCripture: 2 Samuel 5: 1-5

Reading: Although DaVvid was chosen by God to

be King when he was a boy, he didn't
become King until he was thirty years
old. David was a good king becCause
God guided him anhd beCause David
listened to (zod. DavVvid served as King
for forty years.

Being a King is ah important job. Kings must be wise ahd strong;
they must do what is g00d for the people of their land.
Sometimes they must fight wars, but whenever possible they
heed tO try t0 Keep peace. Kings protecCt their people like
shepherds protect their sheep.

David had been a shepherd, and then he became a Kinhg. God
trusted him to take Care of the people of Israel.

Talk , _
about: Whom is God trusting you to take Care Of?
Prayer: ~ WatcCh over us and proteCt us, Holy God.
December 13

Scripture: Isaiah 9: 2-7
TReading: Manhy, many years before Jesus was born, people

Called prophets would bring God's message to
the people of Israel. The prophets reminded the
people of what God wanhted them to do. zod
wanhted them to be good anhd Kind to others.
The prophets told the people to wWorship only
the ohe true God.

The prophets also reminded people that God
had promised a savior. The prophets also gave
the people hope that ho matter how bad things



might be here on earth, God had nhot forgotten them. God was
going to send a Child who would grow to be the world's savior.

Talk
about:

Have you ever forgotten g promise?

Prayer:  Thanhk you for making promises to us.

DecCember 1¢

Geripture: 1 Kings 18: 17-2¢, 36-39
Reading:

The people of Israel had forgotten to
worship God. Instead, they were
worshiping a false god named Baal. God
sent his prophet Elijah to remind the
people about the true God. But the
people didnh't want to listen to Elijah. So
Elijah offered to show the people God's
power. He prepared a sacrifice, and the
prophets of Baal prepared a sacrifice. The
prophets of Baal prayed that their god
would send fire to burh the sacrifice, but
Of course the false god did hothing. But
when Elijah prayed, God sent fire.

The Israelites had forgotten zod, until God showed them a
miracle. God still does miracles today, but we need to remember
GOod even if we don't see miracles. Qur God is a Sreat (od; we
heed to praise (God at all times.

Talk
about:

What are some things you Canh do to praise God?

Prayer:  We praise you, powerful God, for all that You have done for us.



DecCember 15

Scripture: Johah 3:1-5

TReading:

Talk
about:

Pravyer:

JOohah was one of (zod's specCial
preachers, Called a prophet.
God asked Jonah to do a special
anhd important job. But Jonhah
didn't want to do the job God
asked him to do, and SO he ran
away.

Of course, God always khew where Jonah went; ho one Cah ruh
away from God. God was with Jonhah on the storm-tossed ship,
and God was with Johah in the belly of the fish. God was with
Jonah when he finally went to Nineveh to do the job God had
asked Jonhah to do.

We can't run away from God. God wants us to obey him, but
even when we don't, God is still with us. God |loves us at all times
and in all places.

Have you ever tried to hide from (God?

Loving God, thahKk you for watcChing over us in all things.

DecCember 16

SCripture: Isaiah 11: 6-9

Reading:

Animals are onhe of God's great Sifts to
us. God made each animal unique. Many
Of them are gentle, but manhy others Can
hurt us or other anhimals. Most ahimals
only hurt others when they are hungry or
frightened.

Before Eve and Adam sinnhed, all of the



ahimals got along with each other. There was nho danger. God
Created a peacCeful Kingdom, but sih Changed things. Someday
God will restore peace to the world. There will be ho hunger or
fear, and all of the animals will get along again. They will not hurt
each other, and we Will hot hurt them.

1h a peaceful world, all of God's children will get along too.
There will be ho more war ahd ho more pain. What a wonderful
world that will be!

Talk

spout:  [1OW Can you be a peacemater?

Prayer:  Loving God, help us find ways to have peace ih our world.
December 17

Scripture: Micah 5:1-5a

Reading: QOften od does things that

Talk
about:

Prayer:

surprise us. God chose the small
town Of Bethlehem for the
birthplace of Jesus. In Bible times,
most rulers in important families
were bornh in bigger Cities, but
Jesus was born into an ordinhary
family in a small village.

God chose Bethlehem many Years before Jesus was born. The
prophet Micah wrote that Bethlehem would be the place where
the Savior would be borh. But even so, the town of Bethlehem
wash't ready for the birth of Jesus. There was ho place prepared
for God's Soh to be bornh.

The day when we Celebrate Jesus' birth will soon be here. We
heed tO make our hearts ready.

How are you getting ready for Jesus' birth?

Eternal God, help us to always be ready to serve you.



DecCember 18

Gcripture: Daniel 6

TReading:

Talk
about:

Prayer:

GOod wants to be the most
important thing in our lives:
more important thah our
family, more important thah
our things, more important
thah even our own lives.
Daniel understood that; he
worshiped God even though it
might cost him everything,
even his own life.

Tt was against the law for Daniel to worship God, but Daniel
Khew that God is the only true God, ahd he would hot stop
worshiping God. Daniel was punished for breaking the law, and
he was put in a pit With lions. But God protected Daniel from
becoming the lions’ dihner. People learhed of God’s power
because of Daniel, and manhy others worshiped God because
Daniel had trusted and honored God.

Who do you love the most?

Savior (zod, it is ot always easy to [ove you more thah anything
else. Help us to trust and honor you each day.



December 19

SCripture: Habbakuk 2: 1-¢
Reading: Christmas is less thah a week away! Waiting is so hard!

But we khow that Christmas will eventually come,
and our waiting Will be over. We wait for SO many
things, some of them happy and some of them hot SO
happy. Waiting means we are |0oking ahead to the
future.

Before Jesus was born, the people were waiting for a

saVvior. They had faith that God would keep his

promise. They waited a long time; some of them forgot to keep
[ooKing for (zod's promised son. They ho longer Cared about God
Or (zOd's promise, and when Jesus arrived they didnh't recoghize
him. But those who remembered and trusted od recoghized
Jesus and their waiting was finally over.

ggg;t_ Tell about a time when you had to wait for something special.
Prayer:  GoOd Of all time, be with us as we wait for the birth of your son.
December 20

SCripture: Luke 1: 5-25

Reading: GSometimes even good people have prayers that

are not answered. Zechariah and Elizabeth
honored GGod, and (od [oved them, but they
did hot have a child. Onhe day while ZecChariah
was working in the temple, ah angel brought
him a message from God, saYing that he and
Elizabeth were going to have a very specCial Son
and his hame was going to be John.

Zechariah wasn't sure he believed the anhgel, and SO (od took
away 2echariah's voice as a Sigh of od's power. Imasgine if you
had seen an angel Who had told you wonderful, happy hews, and



you weren't able to tell ahyone what had happened! Zechariah
was sad to have |ost his Voice, but he was happy to Khow that he
would have a soh chosen by God to do important Work.

nglt- How canh you tell others about what God has donhe for you?

Prayer:  Almighty God, give us the Courage to tell everyone about your
good works.

December 21

GCripture: Matthew 3: 1-6
TReading: Elizabeth and 2echariah's sonh grew up to be

Talk
about:

Prayer:

John the Baptist. He was Jesus' cousin. God
chose him to tell the people about Jesus.

John wanted people to khow that Jesus is the

Gon of God, the savior that God had promised 0 0
the people SO mahy years ago. He wanhted them

t0 be ready to believe ih Jesus. Johnh wanted the people to
remember (zod, and he baptized them inh the river if they
promised hot to Sin any more. The baptism reminded them that
God forgave them for their sins.

John did not |00k |ike other people, ahd some people probably
thought he was a little strange. But manhy other people listenhed
t0 Johh, and they were ready to believe in Jesus.

What do you heed forgiveness for today?

Holy God, forgive us when we do things that displease you. Make
our hearts ready for Jesus.



DecCember 22

GCripture: Luke 1: 26-38
Reading: God had a specCial job for someone. God was

looking for an earthly home for baby Jesus.
Jesus was going to heed a mother who |oved
anhd trusted God. He would heed a mother who
was smart and strong and loving. God chose
Mary to be Jesus' mother.

GOd sent an angel to talk to Mary. Mary wasn't sure that she
could be a good mother to Jesus, but the angel reminded Mary
that God would be with her. Mary khew that being a mother is a
difficult and important job, but she knew that God would guide
her. She also knew that she loved God ahd wanhted to do
whatever she could to serve him. Mary said yes with a joyful
heart.

Talk Talk about some things that have happened to you Or others
about: that seem impossible.

Praver:  Thank you, God, that hothing is impossible with you.
December 23

SCripture: Matthew 1: 18-25

Reading: Yesterday we talked about Jesus' mother,

Talk
about:

Prayer:

Mary. Jesus also had an earthly father
hamed Joseph, Who was a Carpenter.

God sent ah anhgel to talk to Joseph in a
dream. The angel explained that God had
chosen Mary, and that Mary's baby would
be very special. When Joseph woke up, he
Knew that he and Mary were a part of God's plah. Joseph kKnew
that he would be a good father to Jesus.

Name some ways that (od speaks to us.

God who calls us, help us to hear your Voice.



December 2¢

GCripture: [Luke 2: 1-5
Reading: Sometimes taking a trip is fun, like when we go

Talk
about:

Pravyer:

Oh VacCation. Sometimes it's hot SO fun, like
when we go to the doctor when we're SiCK. But
usually when we're on a journey, whether a
short trip Or g lohg one, we experience
something hew. We learh things on a journey.

Mary and Joseph went oh a journey. If we were to take the same
journey by car it wouldn't take very |long, but because Mary ahd
Joseph were walking, it took a long time. They had to go to
Bethlehem because the country's ruler said they had to. But it
was all part of zod's plan. That is one thing that Joseph and
Mary learned on their journey.

What hew journeys did you take this past year?

Guide our jourheys wherever they take us, holy God.



December 25

CCripture: Luke 2: 6-21
Reading: Qur waiting is over! Jesus is born! The star is

Talk
about:

Prayer:

shining, the angels are singing, the shepherds
are worshiping. Qur savior is here!

Mary was happy to have her beautiful baby,

but she khew that hot every day would be as

special as his birth day. She knew that raising

God's son was going to be a challenge. But for

the moment she tried to enjoy all the amazing things that had
happened.

When sin first Came into the world, God made a promise. Even
when the people forgot gbout od and the promise, God didnh't
forget about the people. (od guided the people, protected the
people, ahd |oved the people, even when they were sinful. God
was faithful, ahd today the promise is fulfilled.

What is your favorite part of the Christmas story?

Thank you, God Of the universe, for the most wonderful Sift of
your son, Jesus.



